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N x Feſt rend your Viſitation 
Sermon, I look d upon it as the 
KOT Og Thor mo) __ — 
img; of a diſtemper | 
F a6 the Rec it wet amongft 
Nen of looſe and debuauch'd — 
thought that it highly imported me, and 
Ka well-meaning Man, to lay open the 

oiſon Which you ' have artfully couch 
25 under rhe "Colour of R igion an 
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| ode on this View. 1 * je | 


again; and this -ſecond-Peruſal repreſented 

it in a Light quite different bins That, 1 
had at firſt 7 ſeen it in. I then perceiw 
{your Aim, which was not only dblac [ 
the Conduct and Character of the Clergy, ' 
bur alſo to introduce Diſorder in Govern- 
ment as well as Society: But what Grounds 
vad had to throw our grour, virulent Aſper- 
ſions; and notorious Falſhoods on that Or- 


der of —_— we ſhall, ,prefeprly ſee. 


Fer, with the laudable Zeal of one em- 

bark d in the nobleſt Cauſe, you have very 
_zealouſly profeſs d, that the Advancement 
of Truth, and Extirpation of Prejudice and 
Error, were your principal Motives. I 
wwiſh yu could make this Aſſertion /pro- 
:bable, you would not only reſtore /your-. 
elf ta the Favour of the more ratio | Parc 
of. Mankind, wliom you have juſtly of- 
ended by your pernicious Principles and 
Doctrines, but even do conſiderable . 
: viee to your, dying een 5 


? 


Mn ſeem to take it amiſs Go you: have Gl 
been branded with ſevere Names, and op- 
| probrious Appellations, for ſpeaking the 
e ＋ _ SO” * Dicta 1 

0 


> 
* 


falſe (as they really are) and widely dif- 


WoL You have alſo afficm'd, W 2a 1 
ful Ao deſty; Yo that all you hade Writ, is the 1 


. 
| 
7 


e „ 
f yoùr Conſcience muſt be ade Jorably 


ferent from thoſe of the reſt of Mankind, 


that could draw: upon you ſo grłat and 


general a Clamour. Our Religion, Thanks 


be to God! it is not a Piece of iPrieftcraft, 
| or profitable: Detufion, as you have impi- 
oufly repreſented it, but has always ſtood, 


and ever will ſtand, the Teſt of Reaſon, 
and all the Calumnies of its bittereſt Ene- 


mies; Truth ſhines out with additional 


Luſtre; by being oppos d; and the greater 
the Oppoſition is that it meets with, the 
more glorious it will appear at laſt. This 
Im ſure will be the Caſe of our holy Re- 
ligion, as T e pr the contrary will 


be the Event of e 7 1 9991 


6 wt 
: + &# 
furmance. ? 
; ; "vg + , 
, * * — * 9 3 * £ . i. F4 oy 12 * * we * 5 * 
1 > 4 - # \ 1 T 988 Js © wait * 1 . 8 Mt o 4 . F 


Reſult of an-“ Impartial Enquity, and de- 


ſigu d for 4 8 — to a more Elalo- 


eats Mork. But if the Publick receives no 
more Advantage from the Publication of 


That <9 hs: Were r chan it has yet 


Lil 2 5 — 15 13 7 71 MO ige | 
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we cr ng roamed. 0. 
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2 prevent its Appearance in the World, 


Nee 


1860 
bebel d om 'rhis Sixpenny Paper, I-wodld | 
adviſe yu never ro let it paſs without the 
Bounds of your FuE. Conſider how you 
have already ex as: Reputation by | 
_ that : "of. dur Parts now: under 
ur Examination; and recollect What a 
bold Attemnpt you have made to extinguiſh 
all Senfe of Religion, by your Endeaydurs | 
to bring the ee Otder into, the n $3 
osten xe add . 


Is} £4% gi: TEM - $5.6 tt 15 FE: 


It cheſe Ns ens are — of Forco ; 


14 Brig 


T know! not what will: But you. have dif 
play d ſo malignant and invenom d Mind 
in this, that "tis much to be fear d, Thu 
other will ſrew iſelf to be the genuine Off- 
ſpring of the ſame Parent. When Septiciſm, 
Oſtentation, III- Nature, and Error, get 
Poſſeſſion of a/ Man; it is not eaſy for him 
to diveſt himſelf of them: And as all, or 
one of theſe, ſeems to be the grent Motive 
that induced you to 3 the World wich 
nac rvin, Taue Mo» 


— * » a SE PERS? Ren | te 
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© an Xe 
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"Y | cheir Train of frightful Conſequences; 
he not advanced upon us in the terrible 
ou Manger we find they have. We ſhould 
y bave had no Reaſon. to complain, that the 
divine Oracles of the moſt High ars leuell d 
with the weak Opinions of frail Men ;, or 
that the Commandments 1 es are made | 
1 void by their. Ti raditions. 


Butt it has been the . S 
bof an abandon' d Set of Men, for ſeveral 
cs | Years pat, to attack our Holy Religion 
ig, in as bold and daring a Manner, as ever 
if. { was done in the darkeſt Days of Paganiſm 
d and Error. They have united all |their 
Powers. to deftroy. Chriſtianity ; — turn 
he: Myſteries of our Re ion into 
; in eit and Ridicule, in order to ſubſtitute 
, A 10. its Place, their own Quibhlings and Son | 
im. & oh al 's —_ Thanks be to God! the pi- 
I al, and religious Labours of that 
INiniſtry whom yon have deny d to be ei- 
7 I Orthodox or. Apoſtolical, has fruſtra, 
ted their Helliſh Deſigus, and fortify'd the 
| — 5 Minds of weak and 


wavering 
People againſt all the Poiſon of. their Doc: 
trines. . 


4X: 11563 Nn 


\ "And. you, S. have nor been * 
to conttibute Lou Fart, tho you have ver 
e zcalouſly 


5 5 (83 3 
zealouſſy made the Sake of Religio oft wi N 
ſole Motive of your Writing. This bas 
always been the Pretence which wicked 
Men lay hold on, when they engage 'them- 
ſelves even in the blackeſt Attempts, and 
ever will be. The Prieſts of Baal pre- 
tended as great Zeal for the Honour of 
their ſtupid Idol, as the Servant of the 
Moſt High manifeſted a noble one for the 
Service of the true God, 1 Kings xviii. 26. 
Sc. AndaZeal equally prepoſterous with J- 
that which actuated thoſe idolatrous Prieſts, y. 
| ſeems to have carry d you the Lengths y. 
Fou have run. I wiſh the ſame fatal Cata- M 
ſtrophe which attended them, may not al. tit 
ſo attend you, as you have ſhut your Eyes fo 
againſt the divine Splendor of Truth, and“ 
_ repreſented Chriſtianity in a Light which 19 
none, ſince the Days of Julian Porphyry, % 
* and Celſus, ever ſaw it in, but Da, ane 
; ſome others embark'd in the fame” Cauſe, 
Bur let what, Will be the Event, 1 am PS | 
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I have now aids: with your Eines 
. Preface, and am juſt upon entering into a | he 
8 of the” main Body of 'yout tn 
| Fo . = 


FY 
4 51 


4 


1 "Ti * 

1 work but I find it fo ſtuff'd wich Cont 
tradictions and Inconſiſtencies, chat I know, 
not where I ſhall begin the Attack: How- 
ever, as 1 have follow d you Step by Step 
in replying to your Preface, I ſhall alte 
:- obſerve the ſame Method in feplying to 
f ſchis. If any Period of it ſlips my Exami- 
ie 43 hone it is only becauſe I ran it n 
worthy of a Reply. e Jo 2G 25 


h 3: Si — the World a if 2 proof of 5 
„your Prejudice even in wn, fieſt Page oh 
is your Work, and for fear the Generality of 
Mankind ſhould not perceive. it, you con- 
. tinue to illuſtrate it in the ampleſt Mannen 


1 6rntoo Pie furber. 7:6 3 oY 
nag 5 

ch {| - -Saperſiicion has, indeed, derbi in in 
TY, 1 8 np e Religion, but you ought to 
nd have expfain d your Meaning of the Word, 
„ pefore you had apply d it to the Prieſts; 
He Thovd of the preſent Times. Tou — 
he — al your Pretenfions) are 
% not a greater Enemy to Superſtition: than 
the ler n _ 2 N e themſelves to 


1 1 defy Si] * your 8 to 
| | en me one Attempt that our Chureh 


made _ — „or enfants ſo dams: 
3 1 ˙5 B ble 


(10 ) ; 
60. a Deluſion cont + _ it admits of no Tra: 


or rather Folly, to ſay fs, but I am ſure it 


trines that have not bee neither taught, or 


_ recorded i in hogs hon 5 


carneſily exoitis. 


bes In 


dition that was not believ'd, or receiv d, | 
when Chriſtianity was in its utmoſt pri- 
mitive Splendor. It may be your Intere/?, } 


is not the Church's, ro teach or avow: It 
is no more the Practice of the Prieſthood, F 
than it is their Duty, to tamper with the 
Conſciences of Men. They preach no Doc- E 


approv d of by the Faithful in all 1 js or 4 5 


Such unworthy Members of chat 5 1 
Nun len, as you have manifeſtly ſnewn 
| yourſelf to be, have always been induſtri- 
ous to teach cheir own ridiculous H/hims, | 
and ſuperſtitious Fopperies, for the Com- 
mandmenis of God, and propagate em 
with all the Cunning and Art they are ca- 
pable of, and at laſt defend em with a % 

Spirit of Contention directly oppoſite to 
that of Charity, which 5 e e * . 


But further, you have 8 a very 
groſs Parallel between the profane Practi- go. 
ces of a-paganiſh Prieſthood, and the reli - F* 

Mtutions of a Chriſtian : Lou 
ave moſt 2 hinted, N * 
* n- 


Cn) 


Jer a Prieſtly Domination, as when Ignao - 
I rance and Error overſpread the World. Tis, 


indeed, true that the Paganiſm of old 
Kame was excellently . well calculated for, 


- I agerandizing : the Prieſthood ; and the 
. . pompous ; Ceremonies | of - their Worſhip 

gain d them an awful Veneration in the 
Eyes of the Vulgar; but their Religion 


was nothing elſe than a Piece of political 
Prieſtcraft, hatch'd and contrivd by am- 


A bitious, deſigning Men, for facilitating 


their Attempts on the Liberties of the Peo- 


ple: Vid. Plutar, Vit. Num, & Jul. Cf. 
Liv. Rafm. &c. But what is this to the 
, I preſenc Caſe 2 Shall the Prieſts of the 


Aleſt High be compar'd to thoſe of the 
Devil? Shall theſe Blind Watchmen, Grees 


1 Dogs, Shepherds that underſtand not, 
he pur upon a Par with thoſe who have an 


— 
2 
+ 
- = 


a Fofallible Revelation to direct their Steps? 

fo Lou have likewiſe argued in the like 
rridiculous Manner with relation to Mabo- 
met: You moſt impudently affirm, That 

ery be had ſept uudiſtinguiſs'd among ſt the for- 

i- Leotten Ruins of Martality, and 7 


bis Religion 


N, and the ſtrange Voices he heard in the 


T-ave of Hira : Sure there was never any 


: 8 1 Ps 9 
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thing ſaid with a barer Face, nor any hing | 


conſulted yòur own Reafon, or been '6be- | 
dient to the Call of Truth, you might have 

_ diſcover'd at firſt Sight the Falfiry of this, 
and, indeed, of every thing elſe you have 


he Life of that Monſter, and obſerve che 
ſeveral Arts and Stratagems he uſed to 
| Propa gate his Irreligian, you may ſoon 


the Eſtabliſhment of it: His pretended 7 
Viſions, and ſtrange Paices, had like to 


| ſoon aware of it, and his intriegueing 
ö a had had ſoon Neeourſe t to FRO oe. | 
thods. 2 ; 


1 


afferted more contrary to Truth. Had you a 


fo confidently affirm'd ; bur, like one a 
bandon d to Prejudice and Paſſion, you 4 | 


were reſolwd to lay hold on any Argu- 
ment to ſerve your Purpoſe, however ſo- 
reign to the Point. The leſs diſcerning 
Part of Mankind may, by chanee, wal l 
low your Reaſonings, as they have the 
Face of Novelty in em, (for the World is 
fond of any thing that is new) but the 


more Rational and Judicious will rejecrt 
chem with the ir . * n 


1 you'll hs at rhe Trouble t to nk over 1 


A „ e r 


perceive, that nothing leſs contributed to 


have fruſtrated all his Meaſures; he was 
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1 © Men were not at that Time, eyen't in that 
| obſcure and unknown Region of the World, 
i I ſo univerſally blinded, as not to ſee into 
„ the Vang of his. Aims: And tis highly 

7 probable t "at Ache e of that  Tmpoſtor 

L 1155 neyer prevailed over one Quarter of 
dl orl, if it had hot been 'fatced on 
" 3 os 2 nlciences c of Men by Fire and W 
= Perſeoution and Slang ter. 5 


Theſe were, Sir, the A alles of his 
yer Fe 1 of his Ree 

always Jill . be the Inſtruments 

auſe like his. But can you ſhe 


of a 


BO 4 | Me, = the firſt Preachers of Chriltianiry, 


l e J * } anon b which th e Sanctity of their 
F Y 2 


iy or che Miniſters gf ir in aur Church, ſince 
its Eſtabliſhment according to Apoſtolical 
Forms, have at any time tampet d with 


the Cooſciences of Men, or pretended to 


th not intitleg yes to? If yon 
this, you can f thay 5 than 


bel wy. vou. 


>; The AS aur Holy Re on uſed | 
1 en Fasan, imployed as | 
pel Men to embrace 5 ines l 
a- ravghe; be left them at Liberxy to receive, 
% e nd i ba of tw 


4 at 


fallible Guide, We "Het een ö 
obſcry d the ſame reaſonable Rule. f 


3 you have known ſome le wo | 
eee Members of our Church, pre- 
2 to a Right of reigning over the Con. = | 

nces of Men, or inſoleptly tile them- 4 
Kies the ſpiritual Princes of the Earth, = 
what is that to the Purpoſe > Can that 
reaſonably aflect thoſe moderate and brave 

| Men wha prefer the Commandments f. God 
10 the Traditions of Men? Or is ir ajuſt 
Pretence for you to ſcandalize the whole 

| Body of the Clergy in the Deny Man- 

> 8 ner you * done? | 1 
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4 | "Can the moſt Aiinctefied Man. pen | 
0 | war read this Paragraph of your Paper, 
= without feeling in his Breaſt a juſt: Indig- } 
[7 nation, and „n Contempt of your | 
| Perſon and Perfarmance i ? You have ver x 
Fi juſtly obſerv'd (and tis, perhaps, the moſt 
— pertinent Obſervation you hade made) 
1 that our pure and reform'd Church yer 
. wants Purity and Reformation; it does, 
indeed, want both, and ever will, whilſt it 
| ER fuch impure and 'unreform'd Wretehes 
1 belonging to it, Who, either through Tg- 
1 norance, or Malice, endeavour to pervert 
| thoſe: committed to their Charge, and. _ 
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1 I trude the damnable Comeies of their own 
Ty Brains, for the ſalutary Doctrines of Chriſt. 
I Can they ſay with St. Paul, That they are 
nd 15% from the Blood of all Men Or can 
re- } they conceive that they are not to anſwer 
For ibe Souls of "_ 7 at are undone * 
q 1 * ee 9 e 


1 But to crown nal; you have moſt caval- 
\ lierly ſtruck at che Eſſentials of Religion, 
and, as one determin d on the Deſtruction, 
Jof it Root and Branch, have levell'd all | 
your Artillery to invallidate both the Miſ- 
lion and Authority of the Prieſthood : You 
very fairly promiſe to ſhew wherein the Cler- 
gy. of 2 Nation have err d, and wherein 
| oppos' d their vain Traditions to 
J 1 "Divine Mord of God; yet you are ſo 
far from proving of either, that you have 
given rhe moſt demonſtrable Proofs of the 
Veracity of all you pretend to confute: 
For after you have ſtared the Controverſy, 
even in your own Way, you very candidly 
F acknowledge, That there muſt be ſome to 
J expound'the Word of God. as long as there 
is a Church and a Religion; and that tis 
neceſſary there ſhould = ſome Form of G0. 
vernment, ſome kind of Diſcipline in the 
I Church, for without it there could be no ſuch 
1 e as 5 Unity, which 2 . thereto. . 
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we contend for, you go # Step farther, and 


ſion for rhe Sake of Order; fer, as you 


ſay, how ſhall they preach, extept- they 'bs 
ſent? How inconſiſtent you are with your- 1 


ſelf in this, let every reaſonable Man 
judge! In fhort, you think it evident; that 


this Infticution is Apoſtdliral, and yet, with Þþ 


an unparagel d Bigotry, deny chit cis ei- 


ther neceffary or efſetrial to the Being of . 
4 Church; furely your Memory muff 5? 


1 ply fhort and treacherous, dr ySufrH 
Fhefe' Slips and Contradictions bt 
my Mind a Sentence, Which I can't 


you 


rs, 4 
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nomy be 4 laudable aud neceffary Inſtitu- 
tion, tis evident, that it could not enpire 
with che Apoſtles, as the Commien 
whieliqur Saviour gave them after his Ne. 
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fernt, exprelty contains, not on an* 


Authority 
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ent lamentably werk afid natrbw. F' 


. for you at preſent, and'which, if 
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But 2 Krurn; If the Epiſcopal Oed fe 


Oy 


1 Power to transfer that Commiſſion to their 
7 Succeſſors; and tis ſtill more evident, that 
 Y rwas not "perſonal to the Apoſtles from 

Frhe Promiſe of our Saviour to be with 
hem in the Execution of their Function even 
Juntil the End of T ime, Matth. xxviii. 20. Tis 
true, you ſay, that this Promiſe implies 
% extraordinary Aſſiſtances to be given 
% the Miniſters of the Goſpel; but the Ig, 
$#:x/t of a Man abandon d to Prejudice and 
Error is not at all concluſive : .You have 
 Enpiouſly miſapply'd this Paſſage of Scrip- 

| Fure to accompliſh your Ends, in. Oppoſi. 

Tion to the Dictates of your own Conſci- 
Ence, and the Judgment of the beſt and 
Moſt judicious Interpreters upon it: Yet 
was in Conſequence of this Promiſe that 
"2 boſe divine Men ordain'd Biſbops in all 
as 9 e Churches they planted ; St. James at 
3 | F Epaproditus at Philippt ; Titus 
Crete; and Timothy at Epheſus. This is 


e Truth of the Matter, 8 to teach or 
FO Iclieve otherwiſe, . is only worthy of the 
n s and B — 15 of 158 Age. 


Beſides, you have | more 1 once ac- 
owledg d, that Epiſcopacy was an Or- 
nance the beſt that could be invented at 
Ic Time of it its Inſticution : : Tis a very 
„ : fair 


1 8 to dein others, but alſo a 


m ” 
— — — — 1 . — 


A 


and ſince you are oblig d to confeſs it, 17 


That if it was good at any, it muſt ne- 


us a particular Revelation of his Wil, 
with relation to the Perpetuity of this 


other Argument to inforce the Veracity of 
the Point now in Diſpute, this one would 
be enough to ſatisfy Me, and wth ratio- 


7 IO Deſpair, has made you lay hold on 


| Weakneſs of it, as it has drawn you into! 


(48) = 


fair Confeſſion from: ſo declar'd an Enemy ; | 


may, without any . Abſurdity , conclude ,}| 


eeſſarily be good at all Times: Neither is 
it (as you argue) inconſiſtent with the 
Goodneſs of God, that he hath not givenY 


Ordinance ; tis enough that the Apoſtles | 
inſtituted ir, the Primitive Church rigo-! 
rouſly obſery'd it, and that it was the only 
Government known in the Church for the 
Space of 1500 Years ; and were there no 


nal Nn beſides. . was | 


The next Argument your Indes doe 


to prove that Epiſcopacy was not, at its 
Eſtabliſhment, intended to be a — 
Ordinance, is drawn from the preſent State 
of the Church of Scotland, and the re- 


2», a a ns off) of % CA „ Wim 


Y 


' form'd Churches abroad; but this, Sir / 
will be of no Force to irengehen your Ar 


gument ; it proves, on the contrary, the 


a World of Difficulties _ Contradictions! 
which] 


„ 
Prhich are always the Effects of a bad 
my; Cauſe. The avow'd Advocates of Presby- 
it, I terial Government have unanimouſly writ 
lude, Fin Juſtification of Epiſcopacy, and com- 
t ne- mended it as an Inſtitution excellent in 
jer is irs Nature, noble in its Ends, and the 
5 the I beſt concerted Scheme, both for Order 
given and Government, that could poſſibly be 
Wil, thought of. Catvin expreſly faith, Nullo 
this Yon Anathemale dignos fateor, ſi qui erunt 
oſtles qui non cam (Hierarchiam) reverenter ſum- 
rigo- ¶ :naque obedientia obſervent. * But to give 
only vou ſtill further Proofs of the Venera- 
r theF tion thoſe Reform'd Churches have for 
re noſ the Epiſcopal Hierarchy , I ſhall quote 
ty oF you a very memorable Paſſage from Theo- 
vouldſſ dore Beza, and the great Melanihon, 
ratio - which, Im hopeful, will ſilence your 
I groundleſs Cavils, and unreaſonable Pre- 
udices againſt the pureſt Church that 
Ihas been ſince the Time of the Apoſtles, 
d on and the moſt religious Miniſters and 
its Members that any Period of Time, ſince 
that, has*produced. Beza's Words are, 
Sed & fidos Paſtores cur non omni Reve- 
rentia proſequamur £ Nedum ut, quod fal- 
felime nobis aliqui obiciunt cuiquam uſ- 


, Sir 
ir Ar. 


7 | J * . <> op n 
1 into Lil de Neceſſit. reform. Eccleſ. p. 69. | 


tions, 
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piam Beelefie ſequendum * * f 
Exemplum præſcribamus, impęritilſimorum 
#lorum ſimiles qui mhil niſi quod ipfi agunt | 
rectum putant. Reſp. ad Sarin. cap. 2 1. And 
the Great Melancthon, with a true Chri- 
ſtian Concern, burſts out into this pathe- 
tical Expreſſion: Utinam poſſim Admint- | 
ſtrationem reſtituere E eee Video e- 
nim qualem ſumus habituri Eeccleſiam, diſ- 
 ſoluta roi Eccleſiaſtica, 86, 44. 1 15 3 


fel. Auguſt. p. 305. 


Lou muſt alſo have a very mean x Opi. 
nion of Religion, and the Founders of it, 
when you can imagine, that they left it 


in a Condition as unſettled as the Tempers 


of Men: Could our Bleſſed Saviour lay 


down his Life to reſtore Mankind to that 


happy State, which they had forfeited by 


the Lapſe of the firſt Parents 2 Could he, 1 | 
I ſay, purchaſe to himſelf a Church worth ? 
no leſs a Price than that of his Blood, 


» 
and leave her to the Direction of Incon- # 


ſiſtency and Chance 2 Thoſe: Holy Men 7 


who inſtituted this Form of Government, 


would certainly have given us ſome In- 
timations of this memorable Revolution, | 
and peremptorily declar'd, that what they | 
had then — was not to be of a 


"op | 


5 


are F laſting Neceſſity, but only adapted to the 
um © Circumſtances of the Time. 


i- neither they, nor their immediate Sueceſ- 


he- ſors, have left us the leaſt Ground to 


'ni- expect any Change in that Government 
e which they had univerſally ſettled, even 


liſ- Þ amidſt an infinite Variety of * Tempo- 


on- ral Polices ; ſhew me (if you can) one 
I Paſſage, or even Syllable, in any Author 


of Antiquity, that can countenance this 


pi- | Temporary Inſtitution you ſo ſtrenuouſly 


it, Y contend for, and I'll promiſe you one Pro- 
t it Y /ehyre the very next Moment, | 


Upon the ſame Suppoſitions you may 
argue againſt the eternal Validity of Scrip- 


on- 7 This is a ſtrong Argument that this Inſtitution was not 
Hen tended as a Temporary Expedient, and proves, beyond all 
"oi Centradiction, the Alſurdity of the Reverend Gem leman': 
ent, Remarks; for tis impoſſible to conceive, that the Apoſtles 
In- ; ſbon d not have varied from this Inſtitution amo i Go= 
. WR vernments ſo different from each other as were Monar- 
10n, ehies abſolute, limited, Ariſtocracies, Oligarchies, avd 


of a Wi: Marter of fact, we have as great Authority for, as 


+ 
. Tempers 
A f 3. 3.4: 

8 ; 
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nd Y Bur the contrary is evidently clear, as 


Irure, and affirm, that all that the Apo- 


Miles writ, was no longer Binding than 


Democracies, and under which there muſt be as great @ © 
Diverſity of Tempers. as- we can poſſibly imagine. That = 
or os 


£ 22 ) : | 


Tempers and Times made ir neceſſary ; „ 

an infallible Spirit (according to your own ; 
Confeſſion) guided them in writing thoſe | 
Sacred Pages, and if ſo, it muſt neceſſarily | 
have directed em in eſtabliſhing the Po- 
lity of a Church. If you can have the | 
Front to deny this, you muſt of Conſe- 
_ deny that. f 


Vou have, beſides, the unanimous hs; C | 
thority of the Fathers againſt you: in this } 
Point; and tis no Wonder you ſhould be 
ſuſpicious of an Attack from that Quar- | 
ter. Theſe Holy and Religious Men al- 
ways ſpeak of Epiſcopacy as of an Inſtitus | 
tion of perpetual Obligation; not as it 
was an Inſtitution under which they liv'd| 
themſelves, (as you imagine) but as it 
was eſſentially neceſſary to the Being of 
a Church. 1 Our Bleſſed Saviour inſtitu- 
ted it, the Apoſtles practiſed it, and derived 

it to their Succeſſors, not as a Temporary 
Expedient, but as a Poſition and perpe- 
pal Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government. 1 
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Tf onr Saviour then inſtituted this rom 
of Government for 2 * noe as tis 
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8 
wn evident he did) by what humane Autho- 
\ofe Irity can it be repeal'd 2 The Obligation 
rily Jof a Divine Command is only diſſolvable 
po- by a Divine Countermand - and until that 
the ſame Authority which at firſt gave it Be- 
ag, ſhall pleaſe to declare it void, everx 
unprejudiced Man ought, and will, reſt 
A fatisfy'd under it. You have, indeed, gi- 
Au- ven the World the ſtrongeſt Proof of a 
this | daring Preſumption, in taking upon you 
The | to declare an Inſtitution of God altera-- 
1ar. ble, before He hath Himſelf thought pro- 
” a1. per to declare it ſo : You may, with the 
I ſame reaſonable Pretence, diſannul all the 
other Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity ; and the 
World ſees, what a Step you have gone 
towards that, but what the Event may be, 
Heaven: only, s... 


4 To have done then with this Head: 
Can any Man in his Senſes ſuppoſe that 
" F thoſe Good and Pious Men who ſucceed. 
Fed the Apoſtles, - who in. Defence of the 
Doctrines they taught, laid down their 
Lives, ſhould conſpire to cheat and im- 
poſe on the whole Chriſtian World in ſo 
roſs and ſcandalous a Manner? But, ſay 
Vw: Why might not they be byaſs'd by the 
ſame pleaſing Temptations of Honour and 
Grandeur that we are? This may poſſibly 
1. | paſs 
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but thete is none who has ſd much 2 N 


Characters of thoſe venerable Men, that 


more. Grandeur and Pomp were not at 
all the Objects of their Purſuit, they had 


Purity of Manners, that Fidelity, Diſin- | 


make Epiſcopacy what the Author of it 


Centuries of Vears, could thus inviola- 
ſome Author of Antiquity. have charg d em t 


with the Wickedneſs of their Attempt; 
but ſo far from it, that there is nothing i in 


ploy ment permitted Me to prove the 


3 4 


paſs 8 00 thoſe who know no better; 


look d into Antiquity', or heard of the 


will not preſently ſee that they minded | 
nothing leſs, nor contemnd any thing 


more glorious and noble Ends in View; 
and, indeed, that Sanctity of Life, that ö 
tereſtedneſs and Charity which animated 


all their Actions, makes e OTIS | 
as impious as abſurd. | | 


If the Fathers hind? 8 to 
never intended it ſhould be, that is, of 
perpetual Duration, is it poſſible that ſo 
great a Number of Men, for ſo man 
bly. have preſery'd the Secret? Should not | 


with the Fraud, and made the World ring 


which Antiquity is more ſilent. 
1 wiſh, Sir, that the Duties of my "Wi ] 


Point 


ii eo, 5 
Point now in Diſpute from the Writings 

f choſe Holy Men whom you have ſo 
Jrandalouſſy abus'd, I ſhould not doubt to 
vive you a total Diſcomfiture; but this 
s a Work that would require more La- 
Pour than I can now beſtow upon it, and 


5150 0 great an Honour done to your carp= 
t at Ing Performance, tho the leaſt Part of 
had hat T ought to do in Juſtification of our 
ew; Religion and Government. e 
* The Infetence you draw from the Per- 
ed Petuity of this Inſtitution, is much of a 


piece with the reſt of your Doctrines; here 
you have diſplay d your Rage and Re- 
ſentment, and vented your Malignity 
in a Manner hardly to be parallcl'd :. 
Tf the Reſult of this Perpetuity was 10 . 


af terrible and deſtructive as you have re- 


Preſented it to be, it had not only been 
The Intereſt, but even the Happineſs of 


12 ankind, to have it exterminated to the 
World long before now. The Apoſtles, 
10t You may be ſure, never deſign'd to over- 
em urn the Foundation of Civil Govern- 
15 ments; they have, on the contrary, e- 
Nven conſecrated the Authority of the Ci- 
in vil Power, by the ſtricteſt Injunctions, 
Neo be ſubject 70 every Ordinance of Man 
„ er the Lord's Sake, 1 Pet. ii. 13. 1 Tim. 
& | | 
ne 


„„ 
xi. 1, 2. So that it can't imply an in- 
tire Independence of the State, nor that 
the Government can't exact any legal Se- 
curity for the Behaviour of the Clergy, i 
bur what they themſelves are pleaſed ro 
give. Fs e 


1 


Tis true, Chriſtianity was at firſt in. H 
dependent of the Civil Power, as it ſub- 
ſiſted itſelf for the Space of 300 Years | 
in Oppoſition to it; and every Attempt 
from the Civil Power, to curb the Growth 
of Religion, was actual Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion: But to make this Independence 
{till more evident, tis very obſervable, 
that the firſt Teachers and Preachers of Yo! 
Chriſtianity, were regardleſs of any Com- 
mand from the Authorities then in Being, 
that prohibited them the Exerciſe of that 
Power wherewith they were inveſted; 
namely, a Power of aboliſhing the anci-| 
ent | Rites of recciy'd . Paganiſm, and of 
ſubſtituting in their Place the Doctrines of} 
Chriſt : They knew that their Autho- 
rity was from Him, from whom all Au-j 
thority is deriv'd ; and they were not 
deter d from the juſt Exerciſe" of it, by 
all the Threatenings and Seycrities' that 
could poſſibly be invented, to fruftriccl 
_ thoſe Ends for which they were commit: 
ſioned. 5 9 7 9 3 But 


It; 


„ e 


c 27 ) 5 


| But no ſooner was Chriſtianity x receiy d, 
End made the particular Care of the Le- 
Tiſlative Authority, than the Caſe was al- 
Ker d; it then became neceſſarily depen- 
dent n the Civil Power, as it was the. 
moſt c Able of protecting it from the 
in- Ng” Infults of wicked and turbulent 
| I can't, for my Life, penetrate into 
] he Ends ou had in View, when you 
- Wrew 7hoſe monſtrous Contluſions' from 
he Perpetuity of. Epiſcopal Ordination; 
Concluſions fo wild and extravagant, that 
cis hardly poſtible to ſuppoſe that you 
believe them yourſelf to be true. Has 
dur Church at any Time (ſince it rid it- 
Iſelf of che Spirit of Popery) diſclaim'd 
Fits Dependence on the Civil Power, or 
trcfus'd' che Government the moſt legal Se- 
Fcurities for the Behaviour of its Mem- 
bers ? Are they not, on the contrary, re- 
Iſtrain'd from. Secret Treaſon, and Open 
Rebellion, by the moſt folemn and facred 
5-1 Engagements that Words can form, 8 


not Tho the Legiſlature is by our Church 
a acknowledg'd ro be in all Cauſes, and 
Wer all Perfons, Etclſiaſtical and Civil, 
bpreme Governor, ic does not at all in- 
1. * the Privileges of the Church, for 

| | MT: the 


(8) 


the. Reaſons already advancd ; it does ef- 
fectually prevent that Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion that muſt neceſſarily enſue from the 
Being of two ſupreme Governments in the 


ſame Nation: Your Jenorance of the Na- 


ture of Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Societies, 
and the Difference which is naturally be. 
rween them, has involvd you in all the 


Errors and Inconſiſtencies you have fal. 


len into, in your Diſquiſition of this 
Point; if your Ignorance has not, your 


'Ravcour or Malice muſt, which will 
make your Inſinuations ſtill” more inex- 


cuſable. 


1 ſhall bas gail my Remarks « on your 
moſt - excellent Production, not becauſe 


you have left me no more Room to re- 
mark on, but becauſe 1 think the re- 
maining Part of it unworthy. my Regary. 
Your Argumentations on authoritative A 
ſolution; and Excommunication, are child- 
iſh. and frivolous, |. and I would willingly 
fave your Repuration in this, even at the 
Hazard of my own : I know that I 
have given you a Handle to throw out 


your Railleries, but remember, that I do 


e enter my Caveat Ago them. 


E here 


— RS 


\ 


am. 
| There is only one Thing that I think 


neceſfary to take Notice of, and that is 
That the frequent Inſinuations and Re? 
| proaches you ſo baſely and inconfide. 


rately throw out upon the Sacred On 


der, is evidently done with a View to 
compliment the Impiety CI can give it 
no {moother Term) of ſome Lay- Patron, 


from whoſe Generoſity and Munificence you 


are to recejye Great Things. If there be 


any Foundation of Colour or Truth in 
what I have lately heard, We inſiſt, and 


every diſcerning Man muſt ſee, that there 


could be no other Motive or Reaſon to 


induce you to write in the ſcandalous 
Manner you haye done. 


The Work of the Miniſery is, indeed, 


a great and important Charge, bur you 
have moſt impiouſſy proſtituted the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of ir, and reflected 
an indelible Scorn and Reproach upon 
your own Character and Reputation. I 

heartily pit) your Condition, and think 


you may juſtly ery out with the Mourn- 


ing Prophet, Oh ! that my Head were 
Waters, aud mine Eyes a Fountain of 
Tears, that 1 might weep Day and Night 

4 2 e | J 0 | 8 7 | 


& 


1 


309 
the Buils I 5 


— 


to attone 


or 


ne, 
E + Ko And 


do 


E 


25 
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th theſe Words I cant do bettet than 


conclude. 
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Jul public, 


And folds II Wilford, in St. Paul's 8 
Tard, J. Chrichley, at the London Ga- 
Zette, Charing - Croſs, * A. Dodd, at 


Temple: Bar, 


I Friend, concerning the Modern Way 
of Free. Thinking. With a Poſtſcript contain- 
ing ſome Remarks on the Riſe and Progreſs 


of Free- Thinking; as alſo a ſeaſonable Cau- 


tion to young Divines and others, in Read- 


ing Dr. Clarks Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity; ſhewing the moſt notorious Tn/in-. 


cerity, in his Quotations from the Ancient 
Writers of the Ohriſtian Church, in order 
to Propagate an * Here, . that 


Author W 
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